
CATTLE - TYPICAL SIGNS (especially in lactating cows)
Acute decrease in milk yield
Abnormal milk: thick/“colostrum-like”, yellowish, lumps/flakes
Decreased appetite, lethargy, mild fever
Possible mild respiratory tract effects and/or diarrhea 

Many animals may have mild or no symptoms and will recover. Bird flu in cattle is rare, but can occur 
- especially during periods of high infection pressure in wild birds. 

 BIRD FLU IS A NOTAFIABLE DISEASE

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF SUSPICION?
1.Contact the herd veterinarian immediately.

        Agree on sampling and further handling.
2.Do not move animals from the herd BEFORE you

have spoken to the veterinarian. 
3.Limit the spread of infection immediately:

Discard milk from suspected animals (do not
feed to cats/other animals)

Separate suspect animals in the milking flow

Tighten milking hygiene (gloves, cloths,
cleaning, and disinfection)

Restrict access to the farm and increase
overall biosecurity

INFECTION IN PRACTICE
Infection can be introduced into the
environment through wild birds feces.
Viruses can be excreted in large quantities in
milk.
Viruses can survive in raw milk and on milking
systems/surfaces for several hours.
Pay extra attention to driving paths and the
hygiene of wheels entering stable buildings. 

Bird flu 
Cattle 

PEOPLE AND MILK
Pasteurization of milk inactivates viruses, so 
there’s no danger to consumers. 

Employees must be very careful, as bird flu is
more easily transmitted from cattle than from
poultry:

Avoid contact with raw milk from sick animals. 

Use gloves and good hand hygiene

Boot changing procedures and hygiene must
be of the highest standard. 

Think SUPER milking hygiene: clean gloves,
cloths, disinfection, preparation, predip, clean
robots, flow of cows, and avoid backflush.

READ MORE HERE

RED FLAGS ON THE PROPERTY
Farm cats 
Cats are very susceptible. Dead or neurologically
affected cats can be an early sign.
Avoid access to raw milk and milk residues.

Wild birds – especially waterfowl
Increased risk if many ducks/geese are staying
near pens, yards, feed or water.

Pheasants and other game birds
Remove them immediately from the barn and
bedding and close any gaps/access points in
nets, or gates. 


